
 

 

 

   Cambridge City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA 02139  

 

SUBMISSION OF THE RECORD  
      

Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting April 12, 2021   

These minutes were accepted and placed on file. 

   

 

  

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
  

CITY COUNCIL   
AGENDA   ● MAY 17, 2021   

  

  Regular Meeting   Sullivan Chamber   5:30  PM   



 

I. CITY MANAGER'S AGENDA  

 

    

1. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an update on COVID-

19 vaccination rollout.  
CMA 2021 #114   

City staff gave a COVID update. 

 

Reopening Update: The Baker administration recently announced that all remaining state COVID 

restrictions will be lifted on May 29th, including the face covering order, while the Massachusetts state of 

emergency will end on June 15th. The Massachusetts Department of Public Health will instead be issuing 

a face covering advisory to align with CDC guidance, and masks will still be required in certain settings, 

including public transportation, healthcare settings, and congregate care settings. City-sponsored events 

and permitted events in City parks are prohibited until the end of the month, and City staff will be 

reviewing this rule, and other municipal public health orders, soon. 

 

Vaccine Update: All Massachusetts residents aged 12+ are now eligible for the vaccine, which is a safe, 

free, and effective way to protect yourself and your loved ones from COVID. Those under 18 can only get 

the Pfizer vaccine. Many vaccine sites, including mass-vaccination sites and CVS locations, are now 

accepting walk-ins, but there are also easy ways to book an appointment in advance. Click here to pre-

register at mass and regional vaccine sites, click here to find other options, or contact my office by 

emailing amallon@cambridgema.gov if you need help securing an appointment or finding transportation. 

CPHD is partnering with the Fire Department and Pro-EMS to offer the single shot J&J vaccine at 

CambridgeSide this Sunday, May 23rd, from 12pm-6pm, and is working with CPS on a vaccine clinic for 

teens.  

 

65% of Cambridge residents have received at least one dose of the vaccine, and we’re seeing a higher 

vaccine uptake rate among Asian, black, and Latinx residents than statewide averages. We’re also 

outpacing the statewide averages in each gender and age category, demonstrating the effectiveness of 

CPHD’s education campaign. Their multi-pronged, multi-language approach has included outreach 

through social media, email blasts, community forums, in-person efforts from the Cambridge Community 

Corps, and more, with an emphasis on reaching especially vulnerable populations like North Cambridge 

residents, unhoused neighbors, low-income and disabled seniors, and those who are homebound. 

 

Testing Update: The City is continuing to offer free, daily COVID testing to everyone who lives or 

works in Cambridge for the rest of the month. Appointments aren’t required, but recommended, and you 

can make one by clicking here or calling 617-349-9788. So far, more than 5,600 tests have been 

administered through this program in the month of May. The demand for testing has been steadily 

declining since January, so the City will be transitioning to offer testing four days a week in June.  

 

Public Health Update: Cambridge’s COVID case count currently stands at 6,206 cases, 7% of which are 

active. While case numbers are trending in the right direction, with a .21% positivity rate and an average 

of 2.5 daily cases, the devastating loss of 123 of our residents remains a solemn reminder of the urgency 

of adhering to public health guidelines, like mask use, physical distancing, and good hand hygiene. The 

limited genomic sequencing data we have suggests that the B.1.17 COVID variant is circulating in 

Cambridge, but other variants haven’t been circulating.  

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/preregister-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-appointment
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/preregister-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-appointment
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
mailto:amallon@cambridgema.gov
https://www.cambridgema.gov/covid19/Testing
https://cphd-covid-2020.as.me/schedule.php
https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/COVID19/


 

 

 

Click here for CPHD’s full update.  

 

This item was placed on file. 

  

2. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item 

Number 20-48, regarding COVID-19 antibody testing.  
CMA 2021 #115   

This item was placed on file on the consent agenda (no discussion). 
  

3. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item 

Number 20-58, regarding a report on creating a comprehensive digital, postal, and traditional media 

outreach campaign educating residents on the Cambridge eviction moratorium, tenants' rights, and 

resources available to at-risk tenants.  
CMA 2021 #116   

Last November, I submitted a policy order with Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler, Councillor Simmons, and 

Mayor Siddiqui calling on the City to create a comprehensive digital, postal, and traditional media 

outreach campaign educating residents on Cambridge’s eviction moratorium, tenants’ rights, and 

resources available to at-risk tenants. Even after the state rescinded its eviction moratorium last fall, the 

City’s eviction moratorium has remained in place to promote housing stability, but residents may not be 

aware of nor fully understand the rights they have under the moratorium, and may be misled to incorrectly 

believe they must leave their home. In this communication, the City Manager outlines the various steps 

that the City has taken to reach out to residents through social media, the City’s website, email blasts, 

direct mail, publications, the schools, and more, in several different languages. The City will also be 

launching Housed In Cambridge: Information to Open Doors, a City-wide campaign using webinars, an 

interactive online guide, and more to inform residents on housing opportunities and resources available to 

them. If you need housing help, click here for more information. 

 

This item was placed on file. 
  

4. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item 

Number 21-3, regarding a report on the parameters on eligible expenses from Free Cash.  
CMA 2021 #117   

This communication responds to a policy order that was filed in January asking the City Manager to 

outline any state or municipal restrictions that prevent the City from offering direct financial assistance to 

residents, non-profits, and small businesses. In this report back, the City Solicitor opines that state 

regulations prevent the City from offering direct aid to residents, while small businesses can be offered 

direct aid under very narrow parameters that serve a public interest. Even though the state and federal 

governments are allowed to allocate direct financial aid, the Anti-Aid Amendment prevents the City from 

doing so. While Mayor Siddiqui and I have developed crafty ways to offer grant opportunities to 

residents, small businesses, non-profits, and Arts organizations through other funding streams, it’s 

frustrating that a City with as strong a financial position as ours can’t directly uplift our struggling 

community members with the financial support they need. I moved to refer this communication to the 

Finance Committee to have a fuller conversation with the State Department of Revenue (DOR) and 

Division of Local Services (DLS) on how the City can use our dollars to better empower our community 

members. 

 

https://alannamallon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Final5-17-21CC-meeting-7.pdf
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=12892
https://www.cambridgema.gov/covid19/Housing
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13326


 

This item was referred to the Finance Committee. 
  

5. Transmitting Communication from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to the transfer of 

$150,000 from the General Fund Employee Benefits (Insurance) Salary and Wages account to the 

General Fund Fire Travel and Training (Judgment and Damages) account.  The funds will cover current 

and anticipated medical services for the remainder of the fiscal year, for personnel injured in the 

performance of their duties.  
CMA 2021 #118   

This item was adopted on the consent agenda. 
  

6. Transmitting Communication from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to the appropriation of a 

grant in the amount of $500 received from Cambridge in Motion, through the Cambridge Public Health 

Department to the Grant Fund Community Development Department Other Ordinary Maintenance 

account and will be used to fund the Healthy Aging and Cycling in Cambridge Project and activities.  
CMA 2021 #119  

This item was adopted on the consent agenda.  

  

7. Transmitting Communication from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to the appropriation of 

$70,000 from the Mitigation Revenue Stabilization Fund to the Public Investment Fund Community 

Development Extraordinary Expenditures account from mitigation funds contributed by Regency Centers 

to the Harvard Square Improvement Fund as a condition of special permit #PB334 which will be used for 

the purchase and installation of public space improvements on Palmer Street in Harvard Square.  
CMA 2021 #120   

This item was adopted. 
  

8. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to revised versions of the 

Retail Zoning Petition and Home Occupations Zoning Petition.  
CMA 2021 #121   

See Committee Reports Item #1 for further discussion. 

 

This item was placed on file. 
  

9. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to additional information 

on an Acoustic Music response currently on the Table.  
CMA 2021 #122   

Last November, I sponsored a policy order (which was originally filed in 2017 by then-Councillor 

Devereux) asking the City Solicitor to draft Home Rule Petition language that would allow for acoustic 

live performances in small businesses without a license. This effort was envisioned as a creative way to 

help small businesses that typically don’t have live entertainment, like bookstores of coffee shops, attract 

new customers and create a welcoming, vibrant environment. In a time when we need to be removing 

hurdles for small businesses, my colleagues and I were disappointed to see the License Commission’s 

response to this policy order in February 2021, where they simply opposed the idea, instead of suggesting 

a path forward. Since this idea has had the strong support of the City Council for years, we placed that 

communication on the table to wait for a further response. This report is a follow-up to that 

communication, and expresses the License Commission’s continued opposition to this idea, and argues 

that, with the proposed zoning changes detailed in Committee Reports Item #1, the process for obtaining a 

license for an acoustic live performance would be much easier. The License Commission has also 

eliminated the requirement to advertise applications for annual entertainment licenses in the newspaper, 

https://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13016
https://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13506
https://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13506


 

 

and reduced the fee for acoustic live entertainment licenses from $500 to $100 in 2022. While these small 

efforts are a step in the right direction, they don’t support our small businesses and artists in a meaningful 

way. I’m disappointed with the License Commission’s refusal to start a pilot before reviewing it, and this 

is a lost opportunity to remove another onerous barrier that our small business community is facing. 

 

This item was placed on file. 
  

10. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item 

Number 21-13, regarding next steps on implementation of Universal Pre-K.  
CMA 2021 #123   

In March, I joined Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler, Mayor Siddiqui, and Councillor Carlone in sponsoring a 

policy order asking the City Manager to develop next steps for instituting free, universal Pre-K in 

Cambridge. Universal Pre-K has had the strong support of the City Council for years, and while planning 

and logistics have been complicated due to COVID, there has never been a greater need for accessible 

childcare and its benefits in alleviating gendered wealth gaps, removing racial and socioeconomic 

inequities in early childhood education, and supporting working parents. This report explains that the City 

staff were beginning to explore universal Pre-K shortly before the pandemic began, and will begin 

planning for eventual implementation shortly. I hope we’re updated on the timeline for moving forward 

with implementation, and that the City can get creative around finding new classroom spaces. As we hope 

to have a roundtable with the School Committee on moving forward with universal Pre-K, this item was 

laid on the table. 

 

This item was placed on the table. 

  

11. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to further proposed 

amendments to the Tree Protection Ordinance and draft regulations.  
CMA 2021 #124   

This communication contains proposed amendments to the Tree Protection Ordinance and related draft 

regulations that were discussed at previous Ordinance Committee meetings. These proposed amendments 

would allow for permits to remove trees to be issued more broadly, but would also identify more trees as 

being Significant Trees (6 inches and above), attach more value to very large trees (30 inches and above) 

and incentivize replanting as the most advantageous, cost-effective form of mitigation for those seeking 

permits. As the minutes from a previous Ordinance Committee meeting haven’t been completed yet, this 

communication was laid on the table. 

 

This item was placed on the table. 

   

http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13626
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?ID=13626
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=2805&MediaPosition=&ID=14031&CssClass=
https://library.municode.com/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.66TRPR


 

II. CALENDAR  

 

CHARTER RIGHT  

  

1. That the city manager be and hereby is requested to work with all relative city departments, the 

Central Square BID and the MBTA to close Mass Ave. from Prospect Street to Sydney Street on 

Friday and Saturday evenings from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. through September 2021 and report back to 

the Council.    

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR ZONDERVAN IN COUNCIL 

MAY  
10, 2021  
POR 2021 #100  

This order asks the City to work with the Central Square Business Improvement District and the 

MBTA to close Mass Ave. from Prospect Street to Sydney Street on Fridays and Saturdays from 

7pm to 1am through September. Economic recovery will happen outdoors, and as we enter into 

the warmer months and as more sectors reopen, temporarily closing this street section will ensure 

outdoor diners and shoppers have the space they need to safely support our small business 

community. As he had some ideas for potential amendments, Councillor Zondervan exercised his 

charter-right (discussion ended, no vote was taken, and it appears on the next agenda) on this 

order last week to work on amendments. However, since these amendments aren’t yet ready, the 

co-sponsors weren’t engaged in this conversation, and this order is timely as we enjoy warmer 

weather, the City Council moved forward with passing this order and getting this community 

discussion started. I’m looking forward to these conversations on how we can reactivate this 

space, and how the City can support the BID with programming and funding. 

 

This order was adopted. 

 

2. The Ordinance Committee met on February 24, 2021 to conduct a public hearing on the 

following ordinance amendments.  

That the City Council adopt a municipal ordinance to reduce or limit campaign donations 

from donors seeking to enter into a contract, seeking approval for a special permit or up-

zoning, seeking to acquire real estate from the city, or seeking financial assistance from 

the city.  
REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. The Cambridge City Council direct the 

City Manager to work with the City Solicitor’s Office to draft a Home Rule Petition that 

would cap campaign contributions to any City Council candidate to $200 per person, per 

year, per candidate and limit candidate loans to $3,000 per election cycle.   
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR MCGOVERN IN 

COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021  

This report contains minutes from the Ordinance Committee hearing held on February 

24th to discuss potential ordinance amendments that would limit campaign 

contributions. Last week, Councillor McGovern exercised his charter right on this report 

and the policy orders within it, which ask the City Solicitor to opine on the different 

ways these orders propose limiting campaign contributions. This week, we moved 

forward with adopting these orders and asking the Law Department to weigh in. 

 

https://centralsq.org/
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2840


 

 

This report was accepted and placed on file. 

  

3. That the city manager be and hereby is requested to instruct the law department to review 

the proposed ordinance to reduce or limit campaign donations, POR 2020 #240, and 

respond to the City Council, in a reasonable time, with suggested edits, comments and 

recommendations.   

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR 

MCGOVERN IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021  
POR 2021 #102 

This order was adopted. 

 

4. That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with the City Solicitor’s Office 

to draft a Home Rule Petition that would cap campaign contributions to any City Council 

candidate to $200 per person, per year, per candidate.    

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR 

MCGOVERN IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021  
POR 2021 #103  

This order was adopted. 

  

ON THE TABLE  

  

5. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting 

Report Item Number 20-64, requesting Home Rule language to allow for acoustic live 

entertainment performances in small businesses under certain conditions without a license.   

TABLED IN COUNCIL FEBRUARY 22, 2021  
CMA 2021 #32  

See City Manager’s Agenda Item #9 for further discussion. 

 

This communication was placed on file. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

  

6. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting 

Report Item Number 18-108, regarding a report on offering early voting in City Council and 

School Committee Elections.    

PENDING RESPONSE FROM LEGISLATURE  
CMA 2018 #286  

No action was taken. 

 

7. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an order 

requesting the appropriation and authorization to borrow $5,000,000 to provide funds for the 

reconstruction of various City streets and sidewalks.    

PASSED TO A SECOND READING IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021 TO BE ADOPTED ON 

OR AFTER MAY 24, 2021  
CMA 2021 #111  

No action was taken. 

 



 

8. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an order 

requesting the appropriation and authorization to borrow $10,000,000 to provide funds for the 

Municipal Facilities Improvement Plan. Funds will support improvements at the Department of 

Public works Complex, Moses Youth Center HVAC Design, fire notification system installation 

at 11 buildings, Coffon building bathroom rehab and upgrades and MFIP study. Also, included is 

funding to support fire station improvements including: Lafayette Square fire station 

improvements (floor slab, kitchen and gym flooring replacement), Taylor Square fire station 

improvements (decontamination showers, installation and parapet improvement), East Cambridge 

fire station improvements (sanitary storm system replacement and generator installation) and 

Lexington Ave. fire station driveway construction.    

PASSED TO A SECOND READING IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021   
TO BE ADOPTED ON OR AFTER MAY 24, 2021  
CMA 2021 #110  

No action was taken. 

 

9. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an order 

requesting the appropriation and authorization to borrow $1,800,000 to provide funds for various 

Schools for projects that include: asbestos abatement in various schools, replace the front plaza 

and failing masonry wing walls and recaulking the building at the Haggerty School, replace 

emergency generator and extend exhaust at Cambridgeport, recaulking precast panels at CRLS 

Field House, unit vents engineering at the Fletcher Maynard Academy and Longfellow building 

and replace the gym floor at the Amigos School.    

PASSED TO A SECOND READING IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021   
TO BE ADOPTED ON OR AFTER MAY 24, 2021  

CMA 2021 #109  

No action was taken. 

 

10. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an order 

requesting the appropriation and authorization to borrow $28,500,000 to provide funds for the 

construction of sewer separation, storm water management and combined sewer overflow 

reduction elimination improvements within River Street and Harvard Square areas as well as the 

Sewer Capital Repairs Program and climate change preparedness efforts.    

PASSED TO A SECOND READING IN COUNCIL MAY 10, 2021   

TO BE ADOPTED ON OR AFTER MAY 24, 2021  
CMA 2021 #108  

No action was taken.  



 

 

III. APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS  

 

    

1. An application was received from Norma Jackson, requesting permission for a curb cut at the 

premises numbered 59 Fairmont Street; said petition has received approval from Inspectional 

Services, Traffic, Parking and Transportation, Historical Commission and Public Works. 

Response has been received from the neighborhood association.  
APP 2021 #23   

This application was approved. 

 

   



 

IV. POLICY ORDER AND RESOLUTION LIST  

 

    

1. That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the appropriate City staff to (1) refresh 

the rainbow benches outside of City Hall by June 1, 2021, (2) re-paint the crosswalks in colors that 

represent the Trans Flag, the Pride Flag, the Bi Flag and the People of Color Pride Flag by June 1, 

2021, and (3) light City Hall up in rainbow colors in recognition of Pride Month from June 1, 

2021-June 12, 2021.  
Mayor Siddiqui, Vice Mayor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler  

POR 2021 #104   

I joined Mayor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons, and Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler in submitting this 

order calling for the City to recognize June as Pride Month by lighting up City hall and repainting 

crosswalks and benches near City Hall in the colors of pride flags. In a time when many 

homophobic and transphobic laws are being passed across the country, the City must stand up as a 

proud ally to our LGBTQ+ staff, residents, and community.  

 

This order was adopted on the consent agenda. 

  

2. That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with the Traffic, Parking, and 

Transportation Department, the Department of Conservation and Recreation, and MassDOT to 

develop a holistic plan for managing the traffic and congestion in the Alewife area and report back 

to the City Council  
Councillor Nolan, Vice Mayor Mallon  
POR 2021 #105   

Fresh Pond Parkway was ranked the second most congested Massachusetts corridor in 2019, and as 

several additional development projects are planned in the Alewife area over the next few years, 

traffic congestion and conditions for vulnerable road users will only get worse. That’s why 

Councillor Nolan and I have filed this policy order asking the City to work with the State to 

develop a plan to manage the traffic congestion proactively. This order was amended to ask the 

City Manager to confer with the state police when developing this plan. 

 

This order was adopted as amended. 
  

3.  That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Community Development 

Department, the Traffic, Parking and Transportation Department, the City Manager's Small 

Business Advisory Committee, the Cambridge Business Coalition, and other relevant City 

Departments to outline a plan for future outdoor dining and necessary City supports to ensure its’ 

success  

Vice Mayor Mallon, Mayor Siddiqui  
POR 2021 #106   

Expanded outdoor dining has been one of the few bright spots of this pandemic. It has not only 

given residents a safe way to get outside and support local restaurants, but it also generates foot 

traffic for surrounding small businesses. Even though expanded outdoor dining into parking lots 

and City streets were originally intended as a temporary way to keep struggling businesses afloat, 

they have proven to be a powerful tool in reactivating public spaces. That's why Mayor Siddiqui 

and I have filed a policy order calling on the City Manager to develop a plan for future outdoor 



 

 

dining and necessary City resources to ensure its success, and asking the City Council to affirm its 

support for a petition in support of outdoor dining that's being circulated by the Cambridge 

Business Coalition. We know that recovery will happen outside, and this is a great opportunity to 

re-imagine our public spaces to activate the public realm. This order was amended to add the full 

City Council as co-sponsors. 

 

This order was adopted as amended. 
  

4. The City Manager be and hereby is requested to consult with relevant Department heads and the 

nonprofit community on "Digital Equity" and report back to the Council with an implementation 

plan, schedule, and request for appropriation  
Councillor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, Mayor Siddiqui, Vice Mayor Mallon  

POR 2021 #107   

CTC Technology previously conducted a detailed study on digital equity in Cambridge, and 

delivered a comprehensive set of recommendations to the City, yet the City’s efforts to increase 

access to broadband largely fail to reflect these recommendations. That’s why Councillor 

McGovern, Councillor Nolan, Mayor Siddiqui and I have filed this policy order asking the City 

Manager to develop an implementation plan, schedule, and appropriation request by September to 

carry out these recommendations. From expanding public wifi and charging stations for unhoused 

residents and partnering with non-profits to broaden the City’s reach, to establishing a digital skills 

corps and creating a digital equity special position, these recommendations are a critical step 

forward in meeting our goals for bridging the digital divide as the City explores the possibility of 

municipal broadband. This order was amended to add the full City Council as co-sponsors. 

 

This order was adopted as amended. 

  

5. That the City Manager be and hereby is ordered to consult with relevant Department heads on other 

broadband benefits programs offered by the Federal government, and report back to the City 

Council on the City’s plans to leverage these funds in pursuit of Digital Equity  
Councillor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, Mayor Siddiqui, Vice Mayor Mallon  

POR 2021 #108   

Like the order before it, Councillor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, Mayor Siddiqui and I sponsored 

this policy order to help bridge the digital divide in Cambridge. The federal government is offering 

an Emergency Broadband Benefit program that provides service and hardware to eligible 

households, and this order calls for the City to publicize this program to ensure our residents know 

about and can take advantage of this program, while also asking City staff to report on other federal 

broadband benefits programs that the City could leverage to enhance digital equity. This order was 

amended to add the full City Council as co-sponsors. 

 

This order was adopted as amended. 

  

6. That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with the Purchasing Department to 

review Cambridge’s corporate contracts and identify any companies that are in violation of 

Cambridge’s policy on discrimination, including (but not limited to) Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

and Hewlett Packard Incorporated over their role in abetting apartheid in the Middle East, and to 

suggest alternatives for Cambridge to explore in order to ensure the city embody the values it put 

on paper  

https://alannamallon.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=89837c705b169a249973f1791&id=71d756b70c&e=6ff3a4b9a0


 

Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler, Councillor Carlone  

POR 2021 #109   

This order asks the City to review its’ contracts with Hewlett Packard, which has ties to Israel, and 

other companies, and to divest in dealings with them. As the meeting was held during Shavuot, a 

holiday observed by many members of the Jewish community, this order was charter-righted to 

ensure all residents are able to weigh in. 

 

Councillor Nolan exercised their charter-right. 

  

7. That the City Manager is requested to confer with the appropriate City staff on the status of the 

Gold Star Mothers Pool opening plans for the June through September summer season of 2021  
Councillor Toomey, Mayor Siddiqui  
POR 2021 #110   

This order was adopted on the consent agenda. 

  

8.  That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Traffic, Parking, and 

Transportation Department and other appropriate City staff on implementing a heavy truck traffic 

ban on Roberts Road from Kirkland Street to Cambridge Street.  
Councillor Toomey, Mayor Siddiqui  
POR 2021 #111   

This order was adopted on the consent agenda. 

   



 

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

    

1. The Ordinance Committee held a public hearing on April 14, 2021 regarding the Retail Uses Zoning 

Recommendations - Refiled (Ordinance #2021-3) and the Home Occupations Zoning 

Recommendations - Refiled (Ordinance #2021-4)  

This report contains minutes from the April 14th Ordinance Committee hearing on the Retail Uses 

Zoning Petition and the Home Occupations Zoning Petition. 

 

This report was accepted and placed on file.  

  

A. Retail Table of Land Use Update PO   

POR 2021 #25  
Vice Mayor Mallon, Mayor Siddiqui  

I submitted this order with Mayor Siddiqui to refile potential zoning amendments to the Retail Table 

of Land Use. By clarifying the definitions of certain uses, expanding or creating new uses to reflect 

the changing face of retail, and removing onerous requirements, updating the table of land use is a 

critical way the City can reduce the burden of starting or expanding a small business in Cambridge. 

These proposed amendments were first unveiled at an Economic Development and University 

Relations Committee hearing I convened on July 30th, 2020, but ultimately expired after an 

Ordinance Committee meeting on this topic had to be cancelled due to inclement weather. Updating 

the Retail Table of Land Use has been a long, labor-intensive process, and now that the struggles of 

our small business community have been exacerbated by this public health crisis, I’m grateful that 

the City is moving forward with this process. City Manager’s Agenda Item #8 contains updated 

language that reflects recommendations from the Community Development Department and the Law 

Department. These petitions were amended to include these language changes, and were passed to a 

second reading, so they’ll be voted on for ordination in a few weeks. 

 

These petitions were passed to a second reading as amended.  

   

http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2859
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2678
http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2678


 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM OTHER CITY 

OFFICERS  

 

    

1. A communication was received from Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui, communicating information from the 

School Committee.  
COF 2021 #49   

In this letter, Mayor Siddiqui outlines the work she and the entire School Committee are doing to support 

CPS students, employees, and families. Click here to read her full update. 

 

This communication was placed on file.  

  

2. A communication was received from Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui, transmitting Questions for COVID-19 

Update.  
COF 2021 #50  

This communication contains questions asked by City Councillors that were answered in the 

City Manager’s COVID update (City Manager’s Agenda Item #1).  

 

This communication was placed on file.  
  

http://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=2805&MediaPosition=&ID=14037&CssClass=

